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IISc unveils the magic of science 

TNN | Mar 2, 2014, 05.49AM IST 

BANGALORE: The police officer outside the Centre for Neuroscience, IISc, looked curiously at the exhibition stalls. A 

volunteer was holding a real human brain in his hand explaining how it works. As the cop stared, an IISc official asked 

him to join the group of visitors. Shyly, he did. And when he came out after a few minutes, he was beaming. The magic 

spark of Science had been lit. 

 

As it did with hundreds of students, science enthusiasts and a curious public who celebrated Science at India's premier 

science institute on Saturday. The 104-year-old institute had organized the Open Day, where the public could walk in 

and see what happens inside the science labs, otherwise closed to them. 

 

The 40-odd departments of IISc had put up exhibitions, with live experiments, demonstrations of scientific theories and 

a display of their equipment and research. The 400-acre sprawling campus was buzzing with activity as the crowd 

walked and cycled trying to catch as much as they could from every department. 
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 HT New Delhi 
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HT Chandigarh 

 

Rural folks flock IISc on 'Open Day' 

Ramzauva Chhakchhuak, Bangalore, March 1, 2014, DHNS: 
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The ‘Open Day’ at IISc, on Saturday, saw a good number of people from rural areas flocking to the 

institute. Overall, the turnout was better compared to last year. 

 

One day in a year, IISc throws open its gates to the public for them to experience various activities like 

experiments, games and presentations organised by its numerous departments.  

 

According to IISc Public Relations Officer N Krishnamurthy, an estimated 12,000 people participated in the 

activities. As many as 1,000 were from rural areas. A number of people came from places like Kolar, 

Chikkaballapur, Bagalkot, Hassan and even Ananthpur in Andhra Pradesh.  

 

B Sainath and Prakash D, both MTech students of Adichunchangiri Institute of Technology in Chikkaballpur.  

“We have a few friends who study here and involved in day’s activities. We are among the visitors and got a 

chance to see the engine facilities at aerospace department and visited stalls of other departments.  It is a great 

place to learn and experience things first hand,” Prakash said. Even the departments located deeper in the 

campus, such as Centre for Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences saw a good number of people visiting the 

faculty. “The turnout and response of people is definitely much better this year. This is partly due of our efforts 

at promoting our activities like by distributing pamphlets,” said Ananya S Rao, a third year PhD student at the 

centre. 

 

A group of 11 students from Seshadripuram Higher Primary School spent almost the whole day at the institute. 

“I learnt about the process of manufacturing cars and also semi-conductors. I want to become a mechanical 

engineer when I grow up,” said Sahana M, one of the school students.  

 

Surya Kiran Sharma, finance professional accompanied his two nephews and was himself engrossed in solving 

a puzzle at the Centre for Computer Science and Automation (CSA).  

 

“This is not the first time I have come for this event. This is a very good opportunity for young people to get 

exposed to a number of different disciplines that will help them make an informed decision about their future 

plans,” he said.  
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Robo-cars race it out at IISc 

Bangalore Mirror Bureau | Mar 3, 2014, 01.00 AM IST 

 

 

The remote-controlled robo-cars had to be guided along a black line and had to negotiate obstacles.Each obstacle cleared was given 100 points 

By:Arunchandra 
 
In a field of 24 robo-cars, the one built by Army Ants team reached the finishing line first 
 
It was a special race at the Indian Institute of Science on Sunday, where students from colleges across Bangalore raced 
the robots they built.  
 
The exciting event saw 24 robots vying with each other for a photo finish. The scene resembled a Hollywood movie as 
robots battled it out. The Army Ants team, which came first, took 48 seconds to clear the race, while the first runner-up, 
Rampage, lost the race by a narrow six seconds.  
 
Eight teams qualified for the finals in the 'Robot Rush' held at IISc Campus, with at least three participants in each team. 
Each team was a mix of students from different colleges. Students doing research in robotics took at least a week to set 
the robots up.  
 
They adjusted the sensors, changed speed settings, and made repairs without altering the robot's weight. "The 
participants had to guide their robo-car on a black line 3 cm wide on a white background. They had to negotiate through 
obstacles, determine the correct path and compete with other bots in the race. The participants had to do all this using 
remote switches," said Hari, a student volunteer.  
 
All the trials required approval of the presiding judges. While some were confident that their robot would make it, many 
were juggling problems. "I couldn't overcome the technical problems even in the second attempt. I am looking forward 
to participate in the event next year," said Sneha, a participant.  
 
The tracks consisted of straight lines, smooth curves and sharp turns that went up to 90 degrees on the track. "We have 
designed the tracks in the model of highways. Participants should move throughout the track overcoming all obstacles 
successfully without changing tracks. Each obstacle cleared was given 100 points and manhandling attracted minus 
points," said Shashank, a volunteer.  
 
The students had made the robots as per specifications like dimensions of 20cm X 20cm X 20 cm. The maximum voltage 
between any points on the robot could not exceed 12 volt 


